

SAVE THE LAST WORD FOR ME
This strategy encourages readers to take an active stance during reading.  Save the Last Word for Me allows readers the opportunity to construct their own interpretations and to compare them with other readers.

The strategy has six parts:

1. Reading the text
2. Writing important parts

3. Personal reflection

4. Small group discussion

5. Ordering the cards

6. Reading and reacting to the cards

Procedure:

1. Each student reads the text individually.

2. On side one of an index card or slip of paper, the readers write words, phrases, or sentences that stand out as important.  They should also record the page number the quote appears on.

3. On the other side of the card or slip of paper, the students write out what they want to say about the quote.

4. Students may record two or three quotes and reflections on separate index cards.

5. Before the group discussion, students put their own cards in an order for discussion- most important to least important.

6. Students gather in small groups to share their cards.

7. Students read the first quote on their cards to the group.  As each student reads his/her quote, the other students respond to what was read.  The student who read the quote then has the last word about why the quote was chosen.

8. Students follow in turn, each reading their most important quote first.  Then moving on to the next quote, etc.


Save the Last Word for Me

This example comes from a book entitled Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco.


This strategy should be modeled with a read aloud before asking students to complete it on their own.  For this unit, it would be helpful to practice with an expository text, and the reflections should include a justification as to why the quote is important.  
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Side 1          p. 30


I watched tears fill his eyes and cleaved my hand to his until they wrenched us apart.





Side 2          


I think Say must have felt very sad watching Pink being pulled away from him.









