Short Answer to an Open-ended Question

Definition

Open-ended, short answer questions, based on either expository or literary selections, require a student to interpret the text and support his/her choice (answer) with specific evidence. Each written answer must be clear, logical, and coherent as well as text-based.  Specific evidence (explanation) that proves the writer’s opinion best includes an embedded quotation and a link that clearly connects (for the reader) the answer and supportive evidence.      

Suggested Strategy

1. Introduce a new or familiar selection, using background knowledge and student experience to make connections to the text.

2. Read (or reread), at least once, orally and/or silently, the chosen selection.  

3. Annotate text in its margins or create a dialectical journal.  Note items such as 

· Main ideas that help focus an author’s message and/or purpose; 

· Prominent details that help provide supportive evidence or insight; 

· Confusing parts of a passage or key vocabulary;

· Words and phrases that signal transition or shifts in thought; 

· Student-generated, text-related questions that arise during reading;

· Character motivation;

· Striking or unusual use of language, including literary devices such as allusions;

· Connections between passages, characters, or incidents;

· Shifts in subject and focus; and/or

· Text (organizational) structure.

4. Review the scoring rubric, including its descriptions of the key elements at each level of competency; i.e., TAKS rubric for short answer responses, score points 0-3.  Key elements should include a) the specific answer to the question, b) explanatory support using textual evidence (direct quotation embedded in the explanation or a paraphrase) and c) the link that ties the evidence back to the original answer. Words that provide transition and coherence should also be cited.  

5. Analyze a variety of sample responses (teacher and/or student-created, and/or released responses). Label key elements in each sample. 

6. Score additional samples and cite reasons for the score. (Note:  For TAKS, follow the above procedure for each type of short answer response, including the rubric for paired selections.)

7.  Respond to the same or a new open-ended question(s).  Critique and rewrite each. 
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