Systems of Strategies for Comprehending Text

Definition

Comprehension, the transaction that takes place between the reader’s prior knowledge and the text allowing the reader to construct meaning, requires a system of integrated strategies.  These strategies are the problem solving processes that take place consciously or subconsciously as the reader interacts with text. They are not discrete entities.  An effective reader uses a variety of strategies, several of which are listed below, to unravel the author’s message.

	Strategy
	Definition

	Strategies to Sustain

Reading
	A system of strategies that sustains a reader’s processing of a text and allow for the use of various sources of information.  Including:  Meaning, structure and the visual information contained in print.



	1. Solving words
	During the reading of continuous text, readers employ a range of strategies to figure out words while maintaining a sense of meaning.



	2. Monitoring and correcting
	Readers constantly check on themselves as to whether reading makes sense, sounds right, and matches the visual information in print.  They self-correct when necessary for meaning, structure and visual cues.



	3. Gathering
	Readers search for and pick up essential information from the text so that they can fit it into their general interpretation of the text.



	4. Predicting
	Readers anticipate the meaning and language of a text in a way that makes their processing.



	5. Maintaining Fluency
	Readers process the print at an acceptable rate, pausing appropriately, dividing the text into phrase units, and stressing words as prompted by meaning; in silent and oral reading, strategies work together to sustain rate and fluency.

	6. Adjusting
	Readers vary their rate and style of reading according to purpose and the type of text they are processing.



	7. Connecting
	Before, during and after students process a text, readers made connections to what they already know; they connect to their personal experiences, their knowledge of the world, and the other texts they have read or experienced.



	8. Inferring
	Readers go beyond the words of a given text to make judgments about what is implied but not stated.



	9. Summarizing
	As students process a text, readers accumulate information in summary form so that they can remember it in their ongoing interpretations.



	10. Synthesizing
	Readers reconfigure information, integrate it with their own prior knowledge drawn from personal, world, and text experiences; readers may think differently after reading a text.


	11. Analyzing
	Readers examine the elements of a text closely to look at the writer’s craft and understanding the features (language, organization, etc.) that make a text work.

	12. Critiquing
	Before, during and after reading a text, readers make judgments about it.




Procedure:  A Model of Comprehension Instruction

The best model of comprehension instruction does not just consist of specific comprehension strategies, but connects and integrates these different learning opportunities.  Five Components are suggested:

1. An explicit description of the strategy including when and how it should be used.

2. Teacher and/or student modeling of the strategy in action

3. Collaborative use of the strategy in action

4. Guided practice using the strategy with graduated release of responsibility

5. Independent use of the strategy

Other teaching considerations:

· Choosing well suited texts

· Student knowledge of text structure

· Matching comprehension strategy to text structure

· Concern with student motivations

· Ongoing assessment

Some of the most effective strategies:

· Think aloud

· QAR

· KWL

· Anticipation Guide

· Think/Pair/Share

· Possible Sentences

· Graphic Organizers

· Reciprocal Teaching

· Questioning the Author

· Double Entry Journal

· Notice and Wonder

Please note: 

Although different terminology may be used, these strategies were identified by the National Reading Panel Report (2000) as effective comprehension strategies.
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