VOCABULARY
Definition:  Vocabulary is the set of words understood by a person and used for effective communication.  Vocabulary can be broken down into four branches: listening vocabulary, speaking vocabulary, reading vocabulary and writing vocabulary.  There is a correlation between vocabulary and learning to read and comprehend or make sense of reading.  Increasing vocabulary is known as vocabulary building.  

Research Base:  The scientific research on vocabulary instruction reveals that most vocabulary is learned both indirectly and directly. Children learn the meanings of many words indirectly, through everyday experiences with oral and written language.  Children learn vocabulary indirectly through engagement in oral language, listening to adults read to them and reading extensively on their own.  Though children learn many words indirectly, direct vocabulary instruction is essential for successful communication. Students learn vocabulary directly when they are explicitly taught both individual words and word-learning strategies. Direct vocabulary instruction aids reading comprehension.  Direct instruction helps students learn difficult words, such as words that represent complex concepts that are not part of the students’ everyday experiences. Direct instruction of vocabulary relevant to a given text leads to better reading comprehension.  Direct instruction includes providing students with specific word instruction and teaching students word-learning strategies.
Young children learn word meanings through conversations with other people, especially adults. As they engage in these conversations, children often hear adults repeat words several times. They also may hear adults use new and interesting words. The more oral language experiences children have, the more word meanings they learn. Children learn word meanings from listening to adults read to them. Reading aloud is particularly helpful when the reader pauses during reading to define an unfamiliar word and, after reading, engages the child in a conversation about the book. Conversations about books help children to learn new words and concepts and to relate them to their prior knowledge and experience.  Children learn many new words by reading extensively on their own. The more children read on their own, the more words they encounter and the more word meanings they learn.
Specific word instruction, or teaching individual words, can deepen students' knowledge of word meanings. In-depth knowledge of word meanings can help students understand what they are hearing or reading. It can also help them use words accurately in speaking and writing.  Explicit or direct vocabulary instruction includes teaching specific words prior to a reading experience, providing engaging activities with vocabulary over time and repeating exposure to vocabulary in new and varied contexts.
Before students read a text, it is helpful to teach them specific words they will see in the text. Teaching important vocabulary before reading can help students both learn new words and comprehend the text.  Children learn words best when they are provided with instruction over an extended period of time and when that instruction has them work actively with the words. The more students use new words and the more they use them in different contexts, the more likely they are to learn the words.  Students learn new words better when they encounter them often and in various contexts. The more children see, hear, and work with specific words, the better they seem to learn them. When teachers provide extended instruction that promotes active engagement, they give students repeated exposure to new words. When the students read those same words in their texts, they increase their exposure to the new words.
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Description of Classroom Use:
Wide reading and explicit vocabulary instruction are key practices for vocabulary building.  Consistent, daily attention should be given to vocabulary.  Teachers must ensure that students see words over and over and use instructional strategies and language that indicate that words are made up of parts, fit into families, and that meanings can be concluded based on common elements and usage.  Instruction should be about using strategic methods to determine word meanings, and students should understand the generative nature of vocabulary.
Tiered Vocabulary
Tier 1:  Basic words:  Words that need no direct instruction (forget, smoke, fall, lost, school, red)

Tier 2:  High-utility words:  Words that are essential and reoccurring in vocabulary and require explicit instruction (decrease, expand, convenient, encounter, represent, necessary)

Tier 3:  Lower frequency and obscure words:  Words that are from a specific domain that are taught when necessary (tectonic plates, magma, lava, hemp, fibula, marsupial)
**ELL students will require direct, explicit instruction at all levels
Teaching Practices that Build Vocabulary
· Wide Reading:  This includes reading aloud, shared reading, guided reading, and independent reading, every day, in varying genres.
· Word Work:  This includes taking words apart, or chunking words, sorting/classifying words, charting words, examining words, making comparisons and word parts, recognizing word cognates and using analogies to deepen understandings of words.
· Defining Words:  ‘Kid friendly’ definitions of vocabulary words should be developed by students.

· Linguistic and Non-linguistic Representations:  Each vocabulary word should be written so that students have a ‘visual’ of the word.  Additionally, a non-linguistic representation, an icon or picture of the word, should be attached to the word. 

· Multiple Exposures:  Students require multiple exposures to vocabulary in varying contexts to truly generalize the meaning of the word in a variety of contexts.

· Word Games:  Examples of word games would be Bingo, Scrabble or Word Ladders.

· Cloze Activities:  In a cloze activity, students are forced to use context clues, semantic and syntactic information, to determine a word that would fit into a blank.

· Making Words:  Using letters to form words and word parts, sorting those words then generalizing meanings.
· Word Wall:  Words are posted and word wall games are played so that students begin to appreciate he generative nature of words.  (See Best Practice…Word Walls)

· Vocabulary Notebooks:  A vocabulary notebook is a useful tool that allows students to keep their vocabulary building in a central location, allows them to add to their vocabulary learning, gives a resource of words for word games and activities and allows for frequent revisiting of vocabulary.

Web Resources
http://iteslj.org/games/  (games)
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/vocab/strategies.html   (notebook)

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=993  (sample lessons)
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